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Now Innecco has realized that potential, and he’s out to prove it. This year’'s
presentation of the "Messiah" is an encore performance of Innecco’s first concert
t’ / with the choir group, when they performed "Messiah" in 2003. Even though the

chorale’s audience had grown that year, a snowstorm kept many of the patrons
away, so Innecco wanted another chance to show the community how strong he
and his choir have grown.
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Innecco has helped with the group’s success by donating his salary back to the not-

http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/dec/20051208g0! 017.asp (1 of 2)2/26/2006 4:04:29 PM


http://www.columbiatribune.com/index.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Circulation/Subscribe.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Help/ContactUs.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Help/FAQ.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2006/Jan/20060101Pers001.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2006/Jan/20060101Pers001.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2006/Jan/20060101Ovation001.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051227Busi002.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051225Spor001.asp
http://blogs.columbiatribune.com/cooldryplace/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Columnists/index.asp#bland
http://blogs.columbiatribune.com/cooldryplace/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2005/OurTown/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2005/OurTown/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2005/OurTown/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Darkow/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2005/Jan/SlideShowDARKOW/01.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2005/Jan/SlideShowDARKOW/01.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/index.asp
http://classifieds.columbiatribune.com/
http://classifieds.columbiatribune.com/autos/index.asp
http://classifieds.columbiatribune.com/garagesales/index.asp
http://classifieds.columbiatribune.com/merchandise/index.asp
http://classifieds.columbiatribune.com/realestate/index.asp
http://classifieds.columbiatribune.com/realestate/tours.asp
http://classifieds.columbiatribune.com/jobs/index.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208Newsindex.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208Busiindex.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208Sporindex.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208ForTindex.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208Obitindex.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208Commindex.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208Featindex.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208Lifeindex.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208Caleindex.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051208Go!index.asp
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/2005/Dec/20051204Ovatindex.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Entertainment.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Photo/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Darkow/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Columnists/
http://blogs.columbiatribune.com/triblog/
http://blogs.columbiatribune.com/cooldryplace/
http://blogs.columbiatribune.com/tonymessenger/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/2005/OurTown/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/SpecialSections/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/SpecialSportsSections/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Ads/BridesGuide/
http://archive.columbiatribune.com/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Circulation/Subscribe.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Help/StaffDirectory.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Help/Jobs.asp
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Education/
http://www.columbiatribune.com/Ads/
http://www.tribunepublishing.com/
http://www.tribunepublishing.com/

The‘Messiah’ is coming

for-profit organization. That money - along with donations from choir members, aid
from the city’s Office of Cultural Affairs and a grant from the Missouri Arts Council -
helped the group’s annual budget grow from $6,000 in 2003 to $40,000 this year.

"Our work has been accepted," Innecco said proudly. "We've just been doing big
works."

It's all part of Innecco’s formula for success. You have to take big steps to get big
results. In the new year, the chorale will perform such big works as Verdi’'s La
Traviata in March and Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony in May.

"It's kind of a lame message to say, ‘Oh, please support this choir group, blah blah
blah.” People won't come. There’s too much going on. | usually say that our biggest
competitor is not other choirs or other orchestras - it's TV. People have to decide if
they’re gonna leave home on a night when it's 22 degrees outside. They’re going to
watch ‘Law and Order’ or go to watch a choir. So it has to be compelling. It has to be
fun, fresh, new, and that is my biggest concern: Engaging the audience. And it has
been working very well. I'm very happy about the results," he said.

Innecco works full time as director of music at Missouri United Methodist Church. He
holds rehearsals once a week with the Columbia Chorale, which began work on
"Messiah" in August. His light-hearted approach helps keep the singers coming
back.

"I want these people to enjoy what they’re doing," he said. "Classical music is fun if
it's done the way it should be."

Reach Seth Ashley at (573) 815-1704 or sashley@tribmail.com

COLUMBIA CHORALE PRESENTS HANDEL'S MESSIAH
When: 7 p.m. Saturday

Where: Missouri United Methodist Church, 204 S. Ninth St.
How much: $10

Contact: 443-3111

On the Web: www.columbiachorale.com
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